
February 17 2019 

The Third Sunday before Lent 

Holy Trinity Brussels 

Newsletter 

 

 

 

Today’s Services and preachers 9:00 – Holy Communion:  Paul Vrolijk 

10:30 – Holy Communion:  Paul Vrolijk 

14:00 – Holy Communion:  Jean-Bosco Turahirwa 

18:00 – Evening Service:  Fiona Simon 

     We continue our series of sermons on the Lord’s Prayer with ‘Your Kingdom come’ 

Every Wednesday lunchtime, there is a service of Holy Communion in the church at 12:30 

 

Our readings this week  
 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 How can we compare the godly and the ungodly? Jeremiah likens them 

to a tree or a shrub. The ungodly person is a shrub in the desert, struggling to eke out an 

existence in a poisonous environment. The one who trusts God is a well-watered tree, 

flourishing in good times as in bad, yielding fruit in due season. God 

well knows to which category each one of us belongs. The picture is powerful.   
 

Psalm 1 The book of Psalms begins with the contrast between the godly and the 

ungodly. The godly steer clear of all wickedness, but draw near to God in his revealed 

word. The godly show all the qualities of trees planted by a river. What a contrast with the 

ungodly, who disappear at the first puff of wind. God looks after the righteous and they 

thrive. The ungodly are on their own, unable to endure.   
 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 The resurrection is the very heart of the gospel as preached by 

Paul. It is the guarantee of our salvation, the source of the Christian hope. For Jesus is the 

first fruit, the first example of that which is promised to all his faithful followers. Paul has no 

time for the view that Jesus was just a good man who offers us a model for this life. No! 

Christ has been raised and, where he goes, we will follow.  
 

Luke 6:17-26 Luke’s sermon on the plain is subtly different from Matthew’s sermon on the 

mount. Jesus stands among crowds of disciples and onlookers from far and wide, who 

seek something of the power that comes from him. Jesus addresses to his disciples a series 

of beatitudes, each matched by a woe. The beatitudes are more concrete, less spiritual, than 

those of Matthew. What cannot be avoided is how entirely Jesus reverses the normal 

worldly order of blessing and of woe.  

 

Pointers for prayer  

 Meditate on the tree by the water and the shrub in the desert;  

         and about the beatitudes and woes of the gospel;   

 Pray to grow in the things that are of lasting value;  

 Give thanks for Christ’s resurrection and the Christian hope which it sustains.  

 

The flowers today are offered to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Celeste Buckner 
  



Our Life Together 

Welcome to Holy Trinity.  Coffee and tea are served after the 10:30 service.  Do come 

and join us downstairs and introduce yourself if you are new or visiting Brussels. 

Evening Service Welcome Supper. If you are relatively new here and think of 6pm as your 

regular congregation, you are welcome to join others for a welcome supper, at the home of 

John and Susie Wilkinson, next Saturday 23rd Febuary at 18:30.  Please contact Jeremy Heuslein 

if you would like an invitation.  jeremy.heuslein@holytrinity.be 

Calling all Buyers and Bakers: We will be holding the next Bun Sunday bake sale of 2019 

on Sunday the 24th of February after the 10:30 service. 

The Holy Trinity AGM 2019 will take place on Sunday April 14th after the 10:30 service.  

This year the entire Electoral Roll needs to be renewed– a process we are required to do every 

6 years.  Electoral Roll forms are now available in the church lobby, or you can contact 

Lieve Cordeel, our electoral roll officer on finance@holytrinity.be who can send you a form 

and/or give you further information or if you prefer you could stop by at Church office during 

the week to fill in a form.  Please take the time to fill in and sign one as this will give you the 

right to vote. Filled in forms can be handed in to Lieve or one of the Wardens or simply 

dropped in Church House letter box.  Please note that we will need to have compiled our 

Electoral Roll 3 weeks ahead of our meeting; this means that all filled in forms will need to be 

submitted by the 17th of March.   

The Mission Committee will be meeting again in the coming weeks to decide our support  

for projects and organisations in 2019. As a church, our mission work supports care for 

creation, care for people, support to the persecuted church and support to spreading the 

gospel. We welcome any suggestions from the congregation to Sarah 

Collen  scollen@hotmail.com  by the end of February.   
 

Our next Soapy Sunday will be on March 3 so please note that in your diaries!  If you would 

like a list of suitable health and hygiene items to donate please ask Heather 

Roy  heather.roy@gmail.com  thank you! 
 

Lent Meditation Book. We will be sending out the readings during the next few days. If  

you would like to write a meditation, before you are asked, please contact David or Jane 

Brown jmdjbrown@gmail.com or 0471 06 07 11. 

The Bar – Leigh Outten is our new bar manager and the bar will be back in operation 

under Leigh and her team, after the 10:30 service today. We are very grateful to Leigh for 

taking on this important hospitality role. 

Website – Our new website has been launched! Some information is still being updated but 

do visit the site.  You can also check out Holy Trinity on Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, and 

Twitter. 

Alpha Course Catering – Thanks so much to all who have generously offered to help 

already. If you missed the opportunity to sign up to cook, bake cakes or help in the kitchen 

during Alpha, please contact our catering coordinator Mags Bird on mags@mags.org.uk   

Looking for a way to celebrate the end of 'ordinary time' and the beginning of Lent? Join us 

for our second annual Pancake Night on 5 March at 19:00! We will be cooking up a ton 

of pancakes, but please do bring along some of your favourite topping to share and 

something to drink. Please also let us know if you are coming by emailing Jeremy at 

jeremy.heuslein@holytrinity.be, so we can make enough pancakes for everyone☺ 
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Culture of Invitation Workshop with Michael Harvey.  Michael Harvey, of ‘Back to 

Church Sunday’ fame, and author of ‘Unlocking the Growth’, is coming to Brussels.  He will 

be giving a workshop here at Holy Trinity on making the church more welcoming and 

inviting, on Saturday 9 March from 10:00 till 15:00.  This seminar takes place under the 

banner of the Mission Working Party of the Archdeaconry of North West Europe.  

All are invited, all are welcome!!  A lunch of soup and sandwiches will be available - 

voluntary contribution.  For more information on Michael Harvey’s work as Chief Executive 

National Weekend of Invitation  www.weekendofinvitation.com  Twitter @NWofInvitation 

@unlockinggrowth.. Signing up: please email Diane Robson at Holy Trinity 

Brussels: diane.robson@holytrinity.be  For those who cannot make the journey we are 

going to try to set up a webinar through Zoom. Details to follow.   

The Spring Tea Party for senior members of our congregation will be held at Pam 

Clements’ house in Wezembeek-Oppem on Thursday, the 28th March, from 2:30 – 5:30 

p.m.  Please RSVP admin@holytrinity.be orpamclements@outlook.com  if you would like to 

join us, either to ‘come to tea’, or as a helper.  (This could be by driving those who will 

need help with transport, making cakes or scones, or helping to serve tea). 

Solar Panel Project Update.  As part of our commitment to the Diocese’s effort to 

become more eco-friendly, we decided, back in November, to install solar panels on the 

church roof.  A number of proposals have been tendered, and we are now able to report 

that we have had an offer to install 60 high efficiency panels, which will be sufficient to cover 

all our electricity needs, and which will cost slightly under €28000.  This means that if we 

take 50% of the cost from the General Reserve Fund, as a community we need to raise 

€14000.  Generous contributions (including the proceeds from the ‘Candlemas Messiah’) 

mean that we already have about €12000, so we are within striking distance of completing 

the fundraising and beginning the process of installation once the Church Council has given 

the final go ahead. If you have already given, thank you so much! If you have not and would 

like to, here's your chance. Let's steward well the earth that God has given us and all its 

resources! If you are ready to invest in this project, please send your donation to the 

account of The Friends of Holy Trinity asbl. IBAN BE 14 3101 9409 6783, with the message 

“Solar Panel Project”.  You may also pay by credit or debit card using our card reader. If 

you would like to know more before investing and / or you wish to pay by card, please 

contact the treasurer@holytrinity.be.    

Booking is now open for the 2019 Women’s Retreat “Time to breathe…” which 

will take place on 15-16 March at Kortenberg Abbey.  The guest speaker will be the 

Revd. Gillian Wilton.  To register please e-mail brusselsladiesretreat@gmail.com.  If you 

want to ask anything about the retreat, please speak to Ann Milton, Pam Clements, Jane 

Brown, Laura Buckner or Morgan Buckner. 

A date for your diaries: Our Annual Church Weekend Away will take place from 

Friday May 17 to Sunday May 19.  We shall be returning to Drongen where we held it last 

year.  Our teaching theme this year will be ‘Citizens of Heaven.’  Details following soon! 

Prayer & Presence – A new initiative for the New Year. The church will now be open on 

Tuesday evenings from 5-7pm for anyone who may like to come and talk to/pray with one 

of the clergy or pastoral team or anyone simply wanting a quiet space to come and pray.   

The Prayer Chain welcomes requests for prayer for any situation with complete 

confidentiality. Please contact Janine Vrolijk on Janine.vrolijk@gmail.com  
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The wider community 

FCJ Centre of Spirituality 211 Ave. Winston Churchill, 1180, Brussels has the following 

events coming up: Wednesday mornings: 10:30-12:00  Open Door Scripture prayer 

session. All welcome.  Tuesday 26 February, 19:30 – 21:00, (see web site for subsequent 

dates): ‘Opening the door to the Adventure of Prayer’.  Sundays: March 10, 24 and 7 

April: 14.30-16.30  Lenten Retreat, the experience of the Spiritual Exercises of St. 

Ignatius through Lent  Possibility of individual accompaniment by arrangement between 

sessions  Saturday 16 March: 10.00-16.30 Enneagram Workshop: A spirituality of 

brokenness.  Followed by optional Enneagram Retreat, Sunday 17 March: 14.30-18.00 

(previous experience of Enneagram necessary to participate in the above events) Presented by 

Mary Leahy FCJ For further information, visit www.fcjcentre.be  or, email fcj@fcjcentre.be, 

(GSM 0477 734551). 

The Vineyard Church Brussels wishes to let all other churches know that their members are 

welcome to join the Vineyard Marriage Course if they wish, starting on 11th 

March.   There is a poster in the lobby, or you can contact janpdevisser@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address: The Pro-Cathedral of Holy Trinity Brussels 

Rue Capitaine Crespel 29, B-1050 Brussels   

Website: http://www.holytrinity.be   Facebook: @HolyTrinityBrussels Instagram: @holytrinitybrussels 

Phone: 02/511 71 83  Email: admin@holytrinity.be     

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9:15 to 12:30   

Tuesday 9:15 to 16:00   

Newsletter items: to admin@holytrinity.be by 9:00 Tuesday  

Senior Chaplain: The Venerable Dr Paul Vrolijk   paul.vrolijk@holytrinity.be  

Associate Chaplains: The Revd Canon John Wilkinson john.wilkinson@holytrinity.be, The Revd 

Canon Dr Jack McDonald  and The Revd Fiona Simon  fiona.simon@holytrinity.be 

Assistant Curate: The Revd Jean Bosco Turahirwa 

National Anglican prison chaplains based at HTB: Mrs Grace West, The Revd Charles Kabera,   

Mr Eric Sibomana  

Reader:  Ms Heather Roy.  Intern: Mr Mark Van Eker 

Precentor/Music Director:  Dr David Mitchell 

Children, Youth & Discipleship Worker: Mrs Natalie Jones  

Pastoral Assistant: Mrs Janet Sayers   Outreach Worker: Mr Jeremy Heuslein  

Gift account for pledges and donations to Holy Trinity Brussels:   

IBAN: BE14 3100 3441 5383  BIC: BBRUBEBB  

Also by Payconiq: Look for the merchant called “Holy Trinity Offering”  

to make your donation.  

Payments for Drongen, Chassepierre, Men’s Retreat & other events: 

IBAN: BE51 3635 2047 5162 BIC: BBRUBEBB  

Also by Payconiq: Look for the merchant called “Holy Trinity Events” to make your payment.  
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